
Yadkin County a s wel l as many of the other counties of this 

northwest regi on have a good potential in producing ornamental 

shrubs. There are sev eral shrub nurserie$ in Davie County. The 

enterprise that appears especial ly promising at the present t i me 

is Christmas trees. Net returns per acre for fir Chr i stmas trees 

have been estimated to average nearly $200 annua lly, and t he best 

thing about it is that these trees can be produced on land too 

steep for row c rops. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The rapid de cline in number of farms was naturally accom ­

panied by a similar decline in farm population and e c onomic ad­

justments at the farm level induced changes in other related 

segments of the local economy. For example, consolidation of 

schools, closing of rural groceries , the dwindling number of rural 

hardware and implement stores , all depict a trend toward bigness 

and central i zation of farm oriented businesses. 

It must be recognized that Yadkin County i s part of an open 

economy relying upon free exchange of agricultural c ommodities 

for its well - being. The plan of most of the farmers i n Yadkin 

seems to be to produce sufficient corn , . smal l grai n and hay to 

feed their livestock and to grow tobacco as the main cash crop . 

Large c onsumer markets, such a s Winston~ Salem 9 are c onvenient to 

the county. Although other areas of North Carolina h ave s imilar 

agricultur al resources it is , neverthe l ess , possible for Ya dk in 

Count y to corner for itself a portion of the st ate ' s a gri cultu r a l 

markets . 

A few observations about agriculture and growth ar e germane 

at this po int: 

It i s , and alway s has bee n , a way f or life as wel l a s a 
business; in the future it ma y become almost entire ly 
a business. 
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